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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 4402 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SN, ENRG 

SUB J : LEE ON MID-EAST PEACE 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 4189; B. SINGAPORE 4328 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EXCHANGE OF MESSAGE BETWEEN 
ALGERIAN PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE AND LEE KUAN YEW 
RECEIVED FROM PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS OFFICE. BOUMEDIENE'S 
MESSAGE WHICH TRANSMITTED TO GOS THROUGH SINGAPORE HIGH 
COMMISSION NEW DELHI AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE TIME 
HAS CERTAINLY COME FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD TO ASSUME ITS 
RESPONSIBLITIES TOWARDS THE QUESTION OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THE REPEATED AGGRESSIONS OF ISRAEL AGAINST 
THE ARAB STATES HAE BECOME UNBEARABLE. THE NON- 
ALIGNED COUNTRIES IN PARTICULAR WHICH HAVE NOT MISSED 
THE OPPORTUNITY DURING THE 4TH SUMMIT TO EXPRESS 
THEIR SOLIDARITY TOWARDS THE ARAB PEOPLES WILL NOT 
FAIL TO BRING THIS TIME THEIR CONSISTENT POLITITCAL, 

MORAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT. IN THIS TRAGEDY OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST, WHERE THE DESTINY OF THE ARAB AND 
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AFRICAN WORLD IS AT STAKE, WE COULD NOT BE A MERE 
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SPECTATOR AND EACH OF US IS DIRECTLY CONCERNED. WE 
ARE ALL A PARTY TO IT AS IT CONCERNS OF DEFENCE, 

JUSTICE, LIBERTY AND PEACE. END QUOTE. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LEE' REPLY: QUTE: MAY I THANK 
YOUR EXCELLENCY FOR THE MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TO ME 
THROUGH OUR EMBASSY IN NEW DELHI ON 12 OCTOBER. 

YOUR EXCELLENCY IS AWARE OF SINGAPORE'S ESTABLISHED 
POLICY OF FRIENDSHIP TOWARDS THE ARAB PEOPLES. PLEASE 
BE ASSURED THAT THERE HAS NOT BEEN NOR WILL THERE BE 
ANY DEPARTURE FROM THIS. SINGAPORE HAS CONTINUOUSLY 
OPPOSED THE ALTERATION OF BOUNDARIES BY THE USE OF 
FORCE AND MAINTAINS THE INADMISSIBILITY OF ACQUISI- 
TION OF TERRITORIES BY SUCH MEANS. THIS WE HAVE 
REITERATED SEVERAL TIMES SINCE THE JUNE 1967 WAR. 

IN THE CIRCUMSTATNCES, I APPRECIATE THAT IN THE 
SEARCH FOR PEACE EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO SEE 
THAT JUSTICE IS DONE TO THE PEOPLES AND COUNTRIES 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. INCLUDING THE PALESTININIAN S . THIS 
MUST BE DONE BY IMPLEMENTING UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 242 OF 1967 IN ALL ITS PARTS. 

MAY I ASSURE YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT SINGAPORE WILL NOT 
HESITATE TO DEMONSTRATE ITS SUPPORT FOR ALL EFFORTS 
TOWARDS BRINGINGABOUT JUSTICE, LIBERTY AND PEACE 
TO THE MIDDLE EAST. IN THE UN AND IN OTHER INTER- 
NATIONAL FORUMS. END QUOTE. 

3. REUTERS REPORT DATELINED ALGIERS CONTAINING IN- 
ACCURATE BUT BASICALLY SIMILAR TEXT OF LEE'S MESSAGE 
RECEIVED FRONT PAGE TREATEMENT AFTERNOON NEW NATION 
NOVEMBER 13. THIS REPORT APPARENTLY PROMPTED PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE TO RELEASE FULL TEXT BOTH MESSAGES 
WHICH WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FRONT PAGED NOVEMBER 14 IN 
STRAITS TIMES. TEXT OF LEE'S REPLY RELEASED TO PRESS 
WAS UNDATED, BUT PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS OFFICE ADVISED 
REPLY NOT SENT UNTIL NOVEMBER 9. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN SINGAPORE'S NEAR TOTAL DEPENDENCE 
ON MIDDLE EASTERN OIL, LEE IS PROBABLY CONCERNED THAT 
ARAB COUNTRIES ALMOST CERTAINLY HOLD HOSTILE ATTI- 
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TUDE TOWARDS SINGAPORE'S FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH ISRAEL, PRESENCE IN SINGAPORE OF ISRAELI MILI- 
TARY ADVISORS AND GOS PURCHASES OF ISRAELI MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT. FURTHERMORE, LEE MUST HAVE NOTED NUMEROUS 
PRESS REPORTS THAT SOME ARAB COUNTRIES HAVE ENDEAVORED 
TO PRESSURE JAPAN TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL IF 
GOJ WISHES TO RECEIVE PRIOIRTY FOR OIL DELIVERIES. 
CONSEQUENTLY, HE MAY WELL FEAR THAT ARAB COUNTRIES 
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MAY EXERT SIMILAR PRESSURES AGAINST GOS. 

5. ALTHOUGH LEE’S MESSAGE IS PHRASED IN MODERATE AND 
CIRCUMSPECT TERMS, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT STRESSES 
SINGAPORE'S "POLICY OF FRIENDSHIP TOWARD THE ARAB 
PEOPLES." IT ALSO FAILS TO REFER TO NECESSITY OF 
DEFINING "SECURE AND RECOGNIZED BOUNDARIES" FOR ISRAEL 
WHICH LEE HAD MENTIONED IN HIS REMARKS ON OCTOBER 30 
TO THE IFPCW. BY MAKING THIS PUBLIC SHIFT IN 
EMPHASIS LEE APPARENTLY HOPES TO IMPROVE SINGAPORE'S 
IMAGE IN ARAB EYES. 

GRANT 
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